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The Gravesite of the Yamauchi family

Yamauchi Katsutoyo and his descendants had reigned Tosa as their own domain for 16 generations throughout
the Edo period (1603-1868), and their graveyard was constructed on Hitsuzan (Mt.Hitsu), located south of
Kochi Castle. 15 lords including a part of their wives and children who died in infancy, were buried there. This
gravesite was designated as a National Historical Site in 2016 for its unique historical significance, to learn
about the burial system of feudal lords under the Shogunate system in particular. Valued specific features are
as follows. First, almost all of the lords were buried in the same graveyard, including those who died during
their duties at Edo (present-day Tokyo) and were sent back to Tosa. Second, their Buddhist style gravestones are
preserved in good condition, having survived the harsh anti-Buddhist movement that swept over japan in the
early Meiji era. Third, a lot of historical documents that record the funeral services and the construction process
of the graves, are also preserved. With a view of opening this gravesite fully to the public in the future, we have
been implementing various projects, such as restoring the stone walls, providing preservative treatment to
gravestones, and cutting down the withered trees.
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